Study Time 18
· Read 2:11-22; paying careful attention to v. 19-22.  After reading v. 11-18, what emotion do v. 19-22 bring about?  Who would feel this emotion Jew or Gentile?

· Complete this chart:

What the Gentiles were before Christ

           What the Gentiles are able to be with Christ
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Words you gotta know

· citizen: native of the same town.

· Saints: the local body of believers; the church.

· Cornerstone: belonging to the extreme/ chief corner; binds together the sides of a building.

In verse 19, “no longer strangers and aliens.”  They no longer have to wander around aimlessly.  They belong and are known to someone.  Though the Gentiles have just been added in they receive the same membership rights as the saints that have maybe been members for awhile.  This is not a cold, slow welcome.  They are members of God’s household!  That is the most secure, solid, and eternal household.

· What is this household built on?

♦ ♦ ♦  In verses 20-21, Paul is talking to the Ephesians about each other; the ‘body of believers.’  

In verse 22, Paul is talking specifically to each Ephesian believer.

· Because of Christ, we are able to be a dwelling place for God (1 Corinthians 6:19).  In the Old Testament what was the dwelling place of God?  And would you rather have a relationship with God according to the New Testament or Old Testament model of the dwelling place?

Application

Take some time to list some reasons why God would now include the Gentiles, aka, US!!


Did God have to choose us?  Why or why not?
